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Course overview



TV&W Network Foundation Course: Programme Features & 

Benefits

 Targeted Step 1 Competency Support: The TV&W Network Foundation Course is designed specifically to 

support critical care nurses in their first year of practice to achieve the Step 1 competencies.

 Flexible, Self-Directed Online Learning: This online, asynchronous programme offers flexible access to 

theoretical and academic content (e.g., respiratory, cardiac, renal, neuro units) that nurses can complete 

at their own pace, anytime, anywhere.

 Enhanced Educator Focus: The course employs a blended learning approach, liberating Practice Educators 

from classroom teaching to focus on vital practical skills, bedside instruction, and simulation training.

 Clear Completion & Study Guidelines: Expected completion is within 12 months of enrolment, with a 

recommended minimum of 35 hours of dedicated study leave. The ability to monitor learner engagement 
and progress helps ensure study leave is used appropriately.

 Preparation for Accredited Step 2 and 3 Education: The Foundation Course also helps prepare learners for 

progression to accredited Step 2 and 3 critical care programmes (ICU/ACC courses). By developing skills in 

meeting deadlines, completing academic assignments, achieving competencies within set timeframes, using 

digital learning technologies, and critically appraising evidence to inform clinical practice, the course 

fosters the habits and academic skills required for success in future accredited study.

 Addresses Workforce Challenges & Improves Rostering: Given the national context of a junior critical care 

workforce, staffing pressures, and difficulties releasing staff for traditional teaching, this flexible online 
format significantly improves rostering and mitigates staffing difficulties by allowing nurses from the same 

unit to take study leave at different times.



Assessment & Course Completion Requirements:

 Successful completion of the course requires:

▪ Completion of the Step 1 competency document.

▪ Completion of all online learning material.

▪ Delivery of a professional oral presentation, supported by appropriately 
referenced presentation materials

About the Oral Presentation Assignment:

This assignment serves as a formative learning opportunity to support nurses in 
developing their presentation skills and demonstrate evidence-based practice. It is 
not formally marked; however, comments and feedback will be provided. 

The assignment also supports Practice Educators in determining the appropriate 
academic level (e.g., level 6 or level 7) for future enrolment on the Adult Critical 
Care/ITU Course. Learners receive detailed guidance, including an assignment brief 
and feedback criteria, alongside access to academic and study skills resources from 
Oxford Brookes University.



 Fortnightly drop-in clinics are provided to support learners 

with any questions or guidance they may require.



 Orientation activities and 
discussion forums are provided to 
help learners feel more engaged, 
and create a supportive 
environment in which nurses 
from across the region can share 
ideas and experiences.



 An example of what is 

covered in the units…



 The course uses a variety of 
learning material to keep the 
content engaging. This 
includes workbooks…



 Videos, podcasts, 
diagrams, and written 
text…



 Recorded lectures…



 Online quizzes…



 Interactive presentations 
and case studies…



➢ With end of unit 

summaries, and links 

to additional 

resources.



 Each unit includes an 
online feedback 
questionnaire to ensure 
we are meeting 
learners’ needs.

 Educators can also 
access the learning 
materials to review 
content and provide 
feedback.



 The Foundation Course is supported by Oxford Brookes University (OBU), which 
has extensive experience in delivering online courses. OBU provides valuable 
insight how the foundation course can be made more accessible, interactive, 
and engaging.

 OBU also provides guidance and resources on academic writing, reflective 
practice, academic presentations, referencing, literature searching, and critical 
appraisal, which support learners in completing the assignment.



➢ The learning 

platform collects 

data on individuals’ 

interactions with 

the content. This 

data can be shared 

with Practice 

Educators and 

managers to ensure 

that learners are 

making effective 

use of their study 

leave.



If you would like any further information, 

please don’t hesitate to contact me on: 

C.ridgley1@nhs.net. Carl Ridgley, 

Foundation Course Programme Lead.

mailto:C.ridgley1@nhs.net
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